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IV, AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A gaming machine comprising: 

a variable display devic o for var i ably d i sp l aying symbols in a form of a plurality 
of reels operative for rotating about a common axis of rotation, each reel having a 
plurality of symbols extending about an outer periphery of the reel ; and 

an electric display device disposed in front of the variable display device in a 
foHA^ard direction , and hav i ng a li ght transpar e nt a r e a wh i ch shows symbo l s display e d 
on th e var i ab l e d i sp l ay d e vic e , from outsid e of th e gaming mach i n e, 

wherein said electric display device includes: 

afi -a flat electric display panel for displaying an imag e, the electric display 
having a flat back face , 

a light guiding plate disposed apart from yet adjacent to the back face and 
between the electric display panel and the variable display device, the light guiding 
plate having an opposing pair of flat surfaces and a plurality of contiguous side faces 
extending therebetween and peripherally about the pair of flat surfaces, the light 
guiding plate operative for guiding light entered from at least one side face thereof to a 
the back face of the electric display panel so as to irradiate the light, the light guiding 
plate having a plurality of openings corresponding to the plurality of reels for showing 
fonA/ard-most ones of the symbols therethrough, and 

an illumination device illuminating the electric display panel from therebehind, 
the illumination device including a plurality of light emitting diodes aligned continuously 
along and adjacent to the at least one side face of the light guiding plate. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A gaming machine comprising: 

a variable display device for variably display i ng svmbo l s in a form of a plurality 
of reels operative for rotating about a common axis of rotation, each reel having a 
plurality of symbols extending about an outer periphery of the reel : and 
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an electric display device disposed in front of the variable display device in a 
foHA/ard direction , and hav i ng a light transparont ar e a wh i ch showo oymbo l s disp l ay e d 
on tho var i ab l o disp l ay dov i ce, from outs i do of tho gam i ng mach i ne , 

wherein said electric display device includes: 

an -a flat electric display panel foLdisplaying an imag e, the electric display panel 
having a flat back face . 

a flat diffusion sheet disposed apart from vet adjacent to the back face of the 
electric panel, the diffusion sheet having a plurality of diffusion sheet openings 
extending through the diffusion sheet and conresponding to the plurality of reels for 
showing fonward-mbst respective ones of the symbols therethrough , and 

an illumination devicer 

whoro i n tho I l lum i nation dov i oo compr i ses including a flat plate-shaped board 

and a plurality of light emitting diodes provided in a plurality of rows and columns to 
form a matrix on a surface of the plate-shaped board, the plurality of light emitting 
diodes opposing a-the back face of the diffusion shee t, the illumination device having a 
plurality of illumination device openings extending through the surface of the plate- 
shaped board and corresponding to the plurality of diffusion sheet openings and the 
Plurality of reels for showing forward-most ones of the symbols therethrough, wherein 

the diffusion sheet teeii^is^disposed between the electric display panel and the 
illumination device and the illumination device is disposed between the diffusion sheet 
and the variable display device . 

4. (Currently Amended) A game machine comprising: 
a variable display device for var i ably display i ng Gvmbo ls in a form of a plurality 
of reels operative for rotating about a common axis of rotation, each reel having a 
plurality of symbols extending about an outer periphery of the reel : and 

an electric display device disposed in front of the variable display device in a 
foHA/ard direction and hav i ng a li ght transparont area wh i ch shows symbols displayed 
on th e var i ablo d i sp l ay d e v i c e from outs i de of the gam i ng mach i n e, 
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wherein said electric display device includes: 

afh a flat electric display panel for displaying an image , the electric display 
having a flat back face , 

a light guide plate disposed apart from vet adiacent to the back face of the 
electric display panel and between the electric display panel and the variable display 
device, the light guiding plate having an opposing pair of flat surfaces and a plurality of 
contiguous side faces extending therebetween and peripherally about the pair of flat 
surfaces, the light guiding plate operative for guiding light entered from at least one 
side face thereof to a-the back face of the electric display panel so as to irradiate the 
light, the light guiding plate having a plurality of light guiding plate openings 
corresponding to the plurality of reels for showing fonA/ard-most ones of the symbols 
therethrough, 

an illumination device illuminating the electric display panel from therebehind, 
the illumination device including a plurality of light emitting diodes aligned continuously 
along and adjacent to the at least one side face of the light guide plate, and 

a reflection plate disposed between said variable display device and said light 
guiding plate for reflecting light emitted from said emitting diodes on said light guide 
plate to said electric display panel , the reflection plate having a plurality of reflection 
plate openings extending therethrough and corresponding to the plurality of light 
guiding plate openings and the plurality of reels for showing fon/vard-most ones of the 
symbols therethrough , 

5, (Previously Presented) A gaming machine according to claim 4, further 
comprising a diffusion sheet, wherein the plurality of light emitting diodes oppose a 
back face of the diffusion sheet. 

6. (Previously Presented) A gaming machine according to claim 4, further 
comprising a diffusion sheet, wherein the diffusion sheet is disposed between the 
electric display panel and the illumination device. 
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7. (Previously Presented) A gaming machine according to claim 4, further 
comprising a diffusion sheet, wherein the plurality of light emitting diodes oppose a 
back face of the diffusion sheet and the diffusion sheet is disposed between the 
electric display panel and the Illumination device. 

8. (Currently Amended) The gaming machine according to claim 1 , 
wherein the light guiding plate Is disposed between the electric display device and the 
variable display device; the illuniination device is disposed between the electric display 
device and the variable display device; and the illumination device is operable for 
illuminating the electric display panel from therebehind via tile-the light guiding plate. 

9. (Previously Presented) The gaming machine according to claim 3, 
wherein the diffusion sheet is disposed between the electric display device and the 
variable display device, and the illumination device is disposed between the electric 
display device and the variable display device. 

10. (Previously Presented) The gaming machine according to claim 4, 
wherein the light guiding plate is disposed between the electric display device. 

11. (Previously Presented) The gaming machine according to claim 1 , 
wherein the electric display device displays the image in accordance with the progress 
of a game which is executed in the gaming machine and the light emitting diodes are 
controlled in accordance with the progress of the game which is executed In the 
gaming machine. 

12. (Previously Presented) The gaming machine according to claim 3, 
wherein the electric display device displays the image in accordance with the progress 
of a game which is executed in the gaming machine and the light emitting diodes are 
controlled in accordance with the progress of the game which is executed in the 
gaming machine. 

13. (Previously Presented) The gaming machine according to claim 4, 
wherein the electric display device displays the image in accordance with the progress 
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of a game which is executed in the gaming machine and the light emitting diodes are 
controlled in accordance with the progress of the game which is executed in the 
gaming machine. 
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